In vivo incorporation of [2-14C]mevalonic acid into rat brain complex glycolipids: characterization of glycosylsterols in mammalian brain.
The in vivo incorporation of [2-14C]mevalonate into complex glycolipids of rat brain was investigated. Results indicated that the majority of the incorporated radioactivity was found to be in cholesterol. Analysis of neutral glycolipid and ganglioside fractions revealed that there were selected radioactive bands co-migrating to known glycolipids and gangliosides and the hydrolysis of which released the radioactive cholesterol. These results indicated the existence of glycosylsterols in the rat central nervous system.